North Carolina Medical Genetics Association

Annual Business Meeting  

October 27, 2006

Fullerton Genetics Center

2005-2006 NCMGA officers:

President:  Leslie Evans, MS

Vice President: Amy Fisher, MS
Treasurer/Secretary: Sonja Eubanks, MS

Officers Present: Leslie Evans and Sonja Eubanks

Members and Guests in attendance: Bill Allen, Ellen Boyd, Wes Clapp, Steve Corns, Kerry Crandall, Robin Fletcher, Frank Grass, William Huffstutter, Suzette Huguenin, Susan Jarrett, Dwight Koeberl, John Laursen, Ann Martin, David Millington, Connie Monroe, Mark Pettenati, Cynthia Powell, Pam Reitnauer, Shearon Roberts, Myra Roche, Azita Sadeghpour, Pablo Sagaribay, Erin Steed, Monica Stepp, Randi Stewart, Jack Tarleton, Carolyn Wilson-Brackett

UNCG Genetic Counseling students in attendance: Beth Hudson, Linda Smith, Kathryn Platky, Shana Merril, Kim Guthrie, Claire Healy, Jacquelyn Powers, Amanda Noyes, Rebecca Crimian, Amanda Padro, Emily Rettner, Rachel Mills. 

Call to Order

President Leslie Evans called the meeting to order. The business meeting lasted approximately 15 minutes. 

Minutes Approved

Leslie Evans made a motion to approve the minutes from the business meeting in the fall of 2005. The minutes were approved with no discussion. 

Committee reports:

Cytogenetics – no report

Clinical Genetics – Pam Reitnauer reported that the committee discussed a move by the State of North Carolina Division of Medical Assistance (DMA) to require preauthorization for cytogenetic studies.  There is active discussion with the state representative Dr. Gerry Mattson and a conference call was conducted with her today during the meeting.  Some of the clnical geneticists and cytogeneticists will attend a hearing with the DMA on Monday November 6th, 2006. 

Metabolic – no report

Genetic Counselors – Leslie reported that the committee discussed the need for more information about the pros and cons of obtaining licensure in NC. The current chairperson of the committee, Julianne O’Daniel, would like to step down. A new committee chairperson is needed. No one in attendance volunteered during the committee meeting. 

Treasurer/Secretary Report: 

Current balance (prior to today’s meeting) is $6331.05.  Fifty five members paid dues for 2006.    

Old Business:

There was no discussion of old business. 

New Business: 

Leslie Evans made a motion to suspend membership dues for one year so that an assessment about how to use the funds can be performed. The issue will be addressed again in one year at the next business meeting. The motion passed. 

Leslie Evans also made a motion that the officers of NCMGA perform a survey of the membership about the organization, purpose, function and use of funds of the group. The membership will be surveyed about other aspects of the group such as preferences on location (keep a rotating schedule or have each center plan a more central location) and day of the week the meetings are held. Cynthia Powell indicated that in the beginning, NCMGA was a very informal organization and dues were used to pay for a newsletter, a genetic counseling student internship, and a representative to the SERGG meeting. However, a needs assessment is now appropriate as the purpose and goals of the group may have changed. The motion for a needs assessment survey was approved. Cynthia Powell and Pam Reitnauer agreed to review drafts of the survey with the officers. 

Leslie Evans made a motion that she stay on as president of NCMGA for one more year so that she can lead the needs assessment project. The motion was approved. Amy Fisher has stepped down from her position as an officer due to new job responsibilities and increased travel. Sonja Eubanks moves up to the Vice President position and Jack Tarleton was elected as the new secretary/treasurer. 

Next Meeting: 

The 2007 Spring NCMGA meeting will be hosted by Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte.  

Adjournment:

 The meeting was adjourned by Leslie Evans. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sonja Eubanks, MS

NCMGA Secretary/Treasurer

